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Dutch and Swedish Land Records 
Relating to Delaware— 
Some New Documents and a Checklist 


By A. R. DuNLAP * 


N 1903, our state government published, in a book entitled 
Original Land Titles in Delaware (commonly knownas The 
Duke of York Record) , translations of twenty-nine * grants 

issued in the seventeenth century, under the authority of the 
Netherlands government, for land within the present boundaries 
of the state of Delaware. Since that year, a number of other 
early Delaware land records, both Dutch and Swedish, have 
come to light—translations of a few of which have been published 
in widely scattered places. 

It is the purpose of this paper to catalog the Dutch and 
Swedish land records relating to Delaware, and to supply missing 
translations. In the first section, translations are given for 
twenty-eight documents bearing dates between the year 1629 
and 1686. In the second section is a chronologically arranged 


* A. R. Dunlap, a member of the Department of English at the University of 
Delaware, is interested in the study of Delaware place names. In collaboration with 
C. A. Weslager he published, in 1950, Indian Place-Names in Delaware. The present 
paper is a by-product of his as yet unpublished study of Dutch and Swedish place 
names in Delaware. 

1The total number in The Duke of York Record (pp. 5-17) is thirty, but the 
first entry—a grant of 100 morgen on the Delaware River “obliquely opposite to the 
Islet called ’t Vogele Lant [Sant]” to Abraham Planck, Symon Root, Jan Andriesen, 
and Pieter Harmensen—records the transfer of land in Pennsylvania rather than in 
Delaware. For the exact location of Vogel-Sant see Peter Lindestrém, Geographia 
Americe (ed. Amandus Johnson, 1925), p. 155 and map facing p. 156. Confirming 
evidence may be found in D. P. de Vries, Korte Historiael (ed. H. T. Colenbrander, 
1911), p. 163. Thus B. Fernow (Documents Relating to the History of the Dutch 
and Swedish Settlements on the Delaware River, [1877], p. 27n.), J. Thomas Scharf 
(History of Delaware, [1888], p. 982) , and others are in error in attempting to identify 
Vogel-Sant as an island near the mouth of the Delaware. 


Pte, 
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list of Dutch and Swedish land records,? which shows where 
the original (or a copy) is to be found, that is, if one is still in 
existence, and where translations may be consulted. 


I 


The third and fourth volumes of “ Delaware Papers: 
Colonial and Revolutionary Documents,” a manuscript collec- 
tion in the Library of Congress, contain twelve unpublished 
land records in Dutch, plus a thirteenth, a patent dated June 4, 
1658, of which a facsimile may be seen in Old New Castle and 
Modern Delaware (Washington, 1951). ‘Translations of all 
but one of these documents were made by an eighteenth-century 
Philadelphian named John De Mauregnault. It is these trans- 
lations, also preserved in the Library of Congress collection, 
which appear below as items 4, 5, 7, 10-17, and 23. The one 
document which De Mauregnault overlooked—an agreement 
dated August 24, 1664, between Antony Briant and Jan Barent- 
sen—has been translated by the author and appears here as item 
9. ‘The Library of Congress collection also contains three De 
Mauregnault translations, the Dutch originals of which are now 
missing: items 18, 22, and 26, below. 

‘The additional translations are from depositories other than 
the Library of Congress. Item 1, an anonymous translation of a 
document, now missing, which is indirectly referred to in the 
patent to Godyn dated July 11 [15], 1630 * is from Volume XV 
of the Penn Papers in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
and is published here with the permission of that society. 

Items 2 and 3 are translations of manuscripts in Dutch pre- 
served in the Royal Archives (Riksarkivet) , Stockholm. Reason- 
ably accurate transcriptions were published by Sprinchorn in 
the appendix to Kolonien Nya Sveriges Historia (Stockholm, 
1878), but for some reason these records were not included in 
Keen’s translation of Sprinchorn. Facsimiles were published by 
Amandus Johnson in Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, 


No attempt is made to include in the list the occasional references in the source 
materials to grants of land never formally recorded, or of which the formal record 
is now lost. For examples of such references, see p. 45 below. 

®Fernow, Documents, pp. 16-17. 
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facing pp. 440 and 441. I am indebted to my colleague Dr. 
Johan Groot, and to Mrs. Groot, for assistance in translating 
these two documents. 

Item 6 is an anonymous translation—with additions and 
emendations by the author;-both the original (a defective 
manuscript) and the translation are now in the Historical 
Society of Delaware. Item 8 is an anonymous translation of a 
missing document; the translation appears on p. 2 of New Castle 
County Deed Book I (A). Item 19, a translation by ‘Thomas 
Noxon, is found, together with a copy of its original, at the 
beginning of New Castle County Deed Book I (L). These deed 
books, as well as the book of land warrants mentioned below, 
are in the office of the Recorder of Deeds, Wilmington. 

Item 20 is an anonymous translation of a missing record; the 
translation is found on folio 39 of New Castle County Land 
Warrants, 1671-1679. Item 21 is an anonymous translation of 
a document now in the Albany collection; the complete trans- 
lation, found on folios 79 and 80 of the volume just referred 
to, is included here even though a partial translation, or sum- 
mary, is given in Fernow, Documents, pp. 511-12. Items 24 
and 25 are also anonymous translations of missing records; the 
translations are found in New Castle County Land Warrants, 
1671-1679, on folios 40 and 41. Finally, items 27 and 28 are 
translations by the author of two partly defective manuscripts 
now in the Historical Society of Delaware. 

Full reference to the location of these twenty-eight land 
records, whether in manuscript or printed form, is given in the 
checklist which follows the translations. 


TRANSLATIONS OF DUTCH LAND RECORDS 


1]. SWANENDALE, JUNE 1, 1629 


IN YE YEARE Ao 1629 hath afsd. Gillis Houssett + by order and for Samuell 
Godyn (as per Octroy of ye Westindia Company Art XXVII of ye gifts 
and freedome obtained from them by the Patrons of ye Collonies) bought 


“Immediately above this translation appears the following statement: “A Caard 
of ye South river in New Netherland made upon a newer View of itt done in ye yeare 
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of ye Ciconicins in a full Councell gathered togather, where being prsent 
ye undermentioned head officers or Patrons vizt Aixtamin, Oschoesien 
Choqweke Menatoch, Awijkapoon Mehatehan Nehatehan Atowesen 
Ackseso Maekemen Queskakons and Esanques, as also all ye Generation 
both young and old Inhabitants, out of their Villages compassed within 
ye Zouth Corner of ye Baay of the Zouth river, & they have actually 
sold to the aforesaid Gillis Houssett in Manner and quallity as abouesaid, 
ye Land now Called Swanendale or Swansdale in ye Length of 

from seashore of ye aforesaid Zouth Corner or Creek Called Hinloopen 
to ye Coming in or first narrow of ye Zouth riuer about 8 Large miles & 
of ye brea[d]th (Landwaes in) about } a mile goeing upwards till you [?] 
Come to A Certaine Lownesse or Valley whereby ye same Can bee Clearly 
separated, as it is done in this Caard by stips [dots] parked [encircled?], 
and with a kind of reddnesse made there; It is easie to be deserned from 
ye other Land, said Commiss: Gillis Housett paying and satisfying them, 
afsd patrons for itt ye same day who have with a full satisfaction declared 
ye payment yrof [thereof] to bee good Mrchandize, as Cloath axes edges 
[adzes] Corralls with severall more such like Mrchandize well worth 
Bevers,—whereupon following the undermentioned Counsells being then 
prsent, their Sakmah or King under years where they deputed queskakons 
& Eesanques to goe for ym [them] and in their behalf and appeare before 
ye Dirrector Peter Minuitt both Dirrector and Counseler of ye Isle 
ye Manhatans to the purpose, that they might there solemly declare 
to be fully satisfied of this sale and due bills of sales, acquittances &ca. 
should be passed & made as was done by them upon ye first day of ye 
month Called June Ao 1629 as abovesaid. [Signature section missing, 
except for the letters Uerte.]® 


2. ‘THE SANTHOECK, JULY 13, 1651 


WE THE UNDERSIGNED hereby make known that we are summoned to bear 
witness about a declaration which on July 13, 1651, was brought about 
between Pemenacka and Mitatsimint’s wife and heirs in the presence 
of the following Indian chiefs, namely: on the side of Pemenacka— 
Mattahorn, Sinques and Oririchime [and] on the side of Mitatsimint’s 
wife her son and relative named Quenieck and in fact came about in the 
following manner. On March 29, 1638, the chief Mitatsimint dedicated 


of our Lord Anno 1629 by order of Samll Godijn by his Commiss. Gillis Houssett in 
divers places amended and Corrected by Hendrick Gerratson. Upon ye 28th Aprill.” 
The map, unfortunately, was not copied by the translator. 

5 Published by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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and sold his land lying above Fort Christina to Boomtiens hook to the 
illustrious Crown of Sweden under the direction of the honorable director 
Peter Minuiet according to the letter of sale made concerning that and 
confirmed by Christian witnesses as being the south bank of the river 
named Elbe, which lies near Fort Christina, together with the above- 
lying lands on the north bank belonging to the other chiefs mentioned 
in the deed and now present in part, all this being extant. Without any 
contradiction it was mentioned that 13 years and a few months after 
date the director general of New Netherland Peter Stuyvesant came here 
to the river and bought a portion of the land sold by Mitatsimint 
lying a mile below fort Christina by us named the Santhoeck, otherwise 
called Quinamkot by the Indians, from the aforesaid Pemenacka whose 
right or portion therein has not been mentioned in any deed for the past 
13 years, he by himself appealing to a gift from the deceased chief 
Mitatsimint which Mitatsimint’s wife and heir deny and in the presence 
~ of us all have convinced him of the truth that her husband Mitatsimint 
never gave him that land but merely allowed him to hunt thereon 
through petition of his friends upon condition that Pemenacka would 
make acknowledgement therefor with a gift which was never done, 
consequently that to the Swedes the land will now as before this belong 
following deed and contract made concerning it and now renewed and 
by the wife and heirs again subscribed to which none may alter, against 
which Pemenacka together with the abovementioned chiefs has not said 
a word, but tried to pacify the wife with good words but by her not 
accepted, she only desiring that Pemenacka should revoke his contract 
with Stuyvesant; this executed in this manner in the truth [and] witnessed 
with our own hand in new Gottenborgh July 13, 1651. Witnesses: Johan 
Printz, Gustavus Printz, Hendrick Huyghen, Peter Bock. 


3. THE SANTHOECK, JULY 16, 1651 


WE THE UNDERSIGNED having been summoned by the Swedish Governor 
were informed by him that the Dutch on the Santhoeck (otherwise 
called Quinamkot by us) would not stop their building and fortifying, 
scorning our testimony about the old agreement of sale made with 
Mitatsimint and now again renewed and confirmed to our satisfaction 
with cargoes. So it is that we by this our writing obligate ourselves for 
greater security to hold in truth what for that reason has been negotiated 
with us and our forebear and chiefs, namely that the abovementioned 
land whereon the Dutch are at present building is our land and has been 
sold to none other than to the Swedes; to hold therefore [as] of no 
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worth and as having no virtue or basis all deeds and contracts to the 
contrary as we in the presence of Christian witnesses verbally have 
protested thereabout against Pemenacka and his party and convinced 
both him and those with him of our right and justice proven with the 
truth; in knowledge of the truth signed with the mark of our hands. 
Dated N. Gottenborgh 16 July 1651. The mark of Mitatsimint’s son 
Kiapes. The mark of Mitatzimint’s wife Notike. The mark of Quenieck 
heir. As witnesses: Siskoakan, arachcoiaman. Witnesses: Johan Printz, 
Hendrick Huijgen, Johan Papegoia, Gustavus Printz, Hans Janke, Peter 
Bock. 


4. PATENT TO LAUWERNS, OR LUCAS, PETERSEN, 
JUNE 4, 1658 


Jacos Axricus on the Behalf of the Right Worshipfull the Burgomasters 
of the City of Amsterdam Director of the Colonie of Niewer Amstel 
situate at the South River in New Netherland and the Honble the 
Counsellors Witness and declare by these Presents, that we the Day and 
Year here underwritten have given and granted unto Lauwerns Pietersz: 
a Plantation situate on the Second Hook above the Fort New Amstel, 
between the Land of Olle Toersen and the Road of the Town and 
stretches from the Riverside to a Thickett along the Land of Olle 
Toerse NW: 320 rods, and from thence along the Thickett to the Road 
aforesaid 20 Rods, and along the Said Road to the River SE: 320 Rods, 
and from thence along the River to the first Corner 274 Rods, amounting 
the whole to 12 Morgen and 400 Rods, on the express Conditions that 
he the Said Lourwerns Petersen, or he who by Vertue of these Presents 
shall accept this Title, shall acknowledge the Right Worshipfull the 
Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam for his Lords and Patrons, under 
the Sovereignty of their High Mightinesses the States General, and that 
he shall obey in every thing their Director and Counsellors here, as good 
subjects ought to do; Therefore We in our Capacity aforesaid do put 
the abovenamed Louwerns Petersz in real and actual Possession of the 
Said Plantation, giving him by these Presents full Power and Authority 
to cultivate and make use of the Said Plantation in the same Manner as 
he might do with any other of his paternal Estates or Effects, without 
reserving in our Capacity aforesaid any Right, Title or claim thereon, 
but renounce of the same from henceforth for ever, promising further to 
abide by this Conveyance firmly and inviolably under the Penalties 
as by Law in these Cases is provided. Without Fraud or Imposition 
these Presents are signed by us Done in Nieuwer Amstel the 4th June 
1658. (Seal) Signed J: Alrichs. 
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5. BARBARA THOMAS TO HANS BLOCK, APRIL 20, 1660 


‘THE DAY AND YEAR UNDERWRITTEN appeared before the worshipful Alex- 
ander d’Hinoyosa President, and Gerrit Van Sweeringe Counsellor: 
Barbara Tomas Widow of the late Leendert Claason, and the appearer 
declared to convey and transfer by these Presents unto and to and for 
the Behoof of Hans Block, Gunner in the Service of the right Worship- 
full the Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam, all her Right and 
Property in the Moyety of a certain piece of cleared Land situate and 
lying on the Second Hook above the Fort New-Amstel, between the Land 
of Tyman Tidden, at present the property of Hans Block aforesaid, and 
the Land of Mannis Andries, in length 320 Rods, according to the Plot 
thereof, being 13 Morgen and 142 Rods. The appearer acknowledged 
to be paid and to have received for the same the first penny with the last, 
in Consideration whereof she for herself and for her Heirs doth convey 
and transfer the Premises aforesaid unto the said Hans Block, resigning 
all the Right and Property she ever had in the same, without reserving 
any Claim or Title on the Said Land; giving him hereby full Power and 
Authority to possess and use the same as his own Property, and promising 
to abide firmly by this Conveyance, and the same harmless and safe 
from all Claims and Demands to keep and warrant for a Year and a 
Day, as in Cases of the like Nature is customary: under the Penalties as 
by Law is provided. In Witness whereof the abovenamed President 
and the said Appearer have signed their Names to these Presents in the 
Fort New Amstel the 20th April 1660 (was signed:) The Mark of 
Barber Tomas, Alexander d’Hinoyosa. ‘To my knowledge. Gerrit Van 
Sweeringen Secretary. This copy agrees with its Original. Gerrit Van 
Sweeringen Secretary. 


6. PATENT TO JAN STAELCOP AND OTHERS, MAY 18, 1662 


PETER STUYVESANT .. . the High [and] Powerful Lords [the] States General 
of the United Netherlands and the . . . Lords Directors of the licensed 
... India Company... at Amsterdam, Director General of N: Nether- 
land... Bonairo... [A]ruba ... and declare that we on this day, date 
underwritten, have granted and yielded to Jan Staelcop, Luycas Pietersz 
and Hans Bloch, in company, a parcel of land situated in the South 
River of . . . on both sides of the Schilpats fall, beginning about fifty 
rods below the aforementioned fall... north... on the west side of 
the aforesaid kil twenty-one and two-thirds morgen and on the east 
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side sixteen and one-third morgen together about thirty-eight morgen 
with express . . . and forward . . . Jan Staelcop, Luycas Petersz and 
Hans Bloch, in company. . . hereafter . . . might acquire . . . Lord 
Directors . . . for their Lords and Patrons . . . under the sovereignty 
of the High and Powerful Lords [the] States General . . . Director General 
... Council in all to obey . .. citizen be bound . . . further submit .. . 
of the ...at... Lords... and justice as over all citizens . . . the 
aforementioned Jan Staelcop . . . in actual possession of the aforemen- 
tioned parcel of land... found .. . and special order . . . the afore- 
mentioned parcel of . . . allowed to cultivate, inhabit and use just as 
they now their other patrimonial lands, and . . . should be allowed 
to do, except that we .. . in capacity as aforesaid there[in] be guilty 
of any action... but at... as aforesaid, of everything . . . from now 
forever promising .. . this transfer . . . binding and irrevocable to keep 

. all under .. . according to law. . . is this by us signed and with 
our seal .. . imprinted .. . in Fort Amsterdam in N: Netherland the 
18th May 166[2]. 


... personally ... granted and gave . . . to be allowed . . . provided 
that they ... hereafter . . . should acquire, shall be held, and .. . the 
meal that the . . . for the garrison there may have need . . . to make 
... Done... Fort Amsterdam in N. Netherland . . . as above. (Seal) 
[Signed:] P. Stuyvesant . . . C. van Ruyven, Secretary. 


7. PATENT TO HANS BLOCK, JANUARY 8, 1663 


ALEXANDER D’Hinoyosa on the Behalf of the Right Worshipful the Burgo- 
masters of the City of Amsterdam Director of the Colony Nieuwer 
Amstel at the South River in New Netherland and the Honble the 
Counsellors Witness and declare that We the Day and Year here under- 
written have given and granted unto Hans Block a Plantation situate 
on the Second Hook above the Fort Nieuwer Amstel, bounded on the 
S:W Side by the Land of Paulus Duxon and on the NE Side by the 
Land of Gerrit Sandersz: containing in Breadth Two and Fifty and 
One Half Rods and in Length stretching NW towards the Woods Six 
Hundred Rods, therein comprehended Woods, Swamp and Water, 
amounting the whole to Two and Fifty and one Half Morgen, on these 
express Conditions that he the Said Hans Block, or he who by Vertue 
of these Presents shall accept this Title, shall acknowledge the Right 
Worshipfull the Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam aforesaid for 
his Lords and Patrons, under the Sovereignty of their High Mightinesses 
the States General, and that he shall obey in every thing their Director 
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and Counsellors here, as good Subjects ought to do; Provided that he 
as Grantee, or his Assign, shall be obliged within Six Months from the 
Date of these Presents, to fence in and cultivate at least to make a 
Beginning with fencing in and cultivating the Said Land under Penalty 
of forfeiting the Said Premises [and besides] of Paying a Fine of Five 
and Twenty Guilders: Provided also, that he shall subject himself 
to pay all such publick Charges and Taxes as are already imposed or 
may be imposed hereafter: ‘Therefore We in our Capacity aforesaid, 
do put the abovenamed Hans Block in real and actual Possession of 
the Land aforesaid, giving him by these Presents full Power, Authority 
and special Command to cultivate and make use of the Said Land in 
the same manner as he might do with any other of his paternal Estates 
or Effects, without reserving in our Capacity aforesaid any Right, ‘Title 
or Claim thereon, but renounce of the same henceforth for ever; promis- 
ing further to abide by this Conveyance firmly and inviolably under 
the Penalties as by Law in these Cases is provided: Without Fraud or 
Imposition these Presents are signed by us. Done at Niewer Amstel 
the 8th Jany: 1663. (Seal) Signed Alexander D’Hinoyosa. By Order 
of the Director and Counsellors of the Colonie aforesd: R. Ravens 
Clarck. 


8. PATENT TO GERRIT VAN SWEIRINGEN, JULY 3, 1664 


ALEXANDER D. HeENoyossaA in Behalf of the Right Lords Burgomasters 
of the Citty of Amsterdam, Governor of Delaware River, Together with 
the Councell do manifest & declare by these prsents that we this Day 
have Given & Granted unto the hn: Geret Van Sweiringen a piece of 
Land Consisting [of] Meadow (or Valley) & Wood Land lying and being 
on the other side of the first Marsh on the South of this Forte of New 
Amstell Containing in Breadth along the strand 1600 Rod & in length 
stretching S.E. & N.W. 2000 Rod wth & upon these Express Conditions 
& Proviso that hee the said Gerrit Van Sweiringen or those as by Virtue 
hereof shall take up the same shall be obliged to hold and acknowledge 
the Lords Burgomasters of Amsterdam under the Soueraignity of the 
Lords States General for his or their Lords & Patrons & shall obey their 
Governor and Councell here as good Inhabitants are Obliged to doe 
And that he or those as shall take up ye same Land shall be in like 
Mannor Oblidged and bound wthin the space of six Months after the 
Date hereof to fence & Improve ye Same Land or Cause the same to be 
fenced & Improved or at least shall make a Beginning thereof upon the 
forfeiture of ye sd Land and moreouer a fyne of Twenty five Gilders 
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and that he Submits & Conformes himselfe unto such Lawes & Constitu- 
tions as now are or hereafter shall be establisht & further we doe Con- 
stitute the afsd Gerrit Van Sweiringen in the reall & actuall Possession 
of the sd Land Giving & Granting unto him full Power & Authority 
for to Manage and Improve the aforesaid Land & to doe wth the same 
as wth other his owne & Patrimoniall Lands & Possession[s] wee in our 
sd Quallity desisting of all further Right or Clayme to ye same. Actum 
with our two signatures. Done as above. [Signed] Antooni breiant. 
d’Hynyosa By order of the Governor & Councill R. Raven.® 


9. AGREEMENT BETWEEN ANTONY BRIANT AND 
JAN BARENTSEN, AUGUST 24, 1664 


ON TuHIs 24TH pay of August 1664 Antonie Briant and Jan barentsen have 
accorded and agreed with each other about a hook of land lying on the 
north east side of the said Antonie his land, following the line along 
the marked trees, upon the following conditions. To wit—fifty schepels 
of grain: rye, barley or wheat, and 400 pounds of tobacco; and to pay 
that in the two succeeding years: each the half; and that if Jan barentsen 
is unable to pay with grain, he shall give in payment ten pounds of 
tobacco for one schepel of grain. This being true, we have signed it 
with our two signatures. Done as above. [Signed] Antooni breiant. 
This is the mark of Jan bare ... Hans Block as witness. 


10. PATENT TO HANS BLOCK, SEPTEMBER 18, 1664 


ALEXANDER D’Hinoyosa on the Behalf of the Right Worshipfull the 
Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam Director of the South-River in 
New Netherland and the Honorable the Counsellors Witness and declare 
by these Presents that We the Day and Year here underwritten have 
given and granted unto Hans Block a Hook of Land situate behind the 
Swamp of Antony Breiant and the said Hans Block between two Branches 
of the said Swamp and behind the Land of Hans Block aforesaid con- 
taining about Five and Twenty Morgen, on the express Conditions, that 
he the said Hans Block, or he who by Vertue of these Presents shall 
accept this Title, shall acknowledge the Right Worshipful the Burgo- 
masters of the City of Amsterdam aforesaid for his Lords and Patrons, 
under the Sovereignty of their High Mightinesses the States-General, 
and that he shall obey in everything their Director and Counsellors 


® Published by permission of the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware. 
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here, as good Subjects ought to do; Provided that he as Grantee, or his 
assign, shall be obliged within Six Months from the Date of these 
Presents, to fence in and cultivate,.at least to make a beginning with 
fencing in, and cultivating the Said Land, under Penalty of forfeiting 
the Said Premises, and besides of paying a Fine of Five and Twenty 
Guilders: Provided also that he shall subject himself to pay all such 
publick Charges and Taxes as are already imposed, or may be imposed 
hereafter. Therefore We in our Capacity aforesaid do put the abovesaid 
Hans Block in real and actual Possession of the Land aforesaid, giving 
him by these Presents full Power, Authority and special Command to 
cultivate and make use of the Said Land in the same Manner as he 
might do with any other of his paternal Estates or Effects, without 
reserving in our Capacity aforesaid any Right, Title, or Claim thereon, 
but renounce of the same from henceforth for ever; promising further to 
abide by this Conveyance firmly and inviolably, under the Penalties as 
by Law in these Cases provided: Without Fraud or Imposition these 
Presents are signed by us. Done at the Fort New Amstel the 18th 
September 1664. (Seal) (signed) Alexander D’Hinoyosa. By order of 
the Director and Counsellors aforesaid. R: Ravens Clarck. 
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11. PATENT TO ANDRIES MATYSEN, SEPTEMBER 20, 1664 


ALEXANDER D’HinoyosA on the Behalf of the Right Worshipfull the 
Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam Director of the South River 
in New Netherland and the honble the Counsellors Witness and declare 
by these Presents, That we, the Day and Year here underwritten, have 
given and granted unto Andries Matysen a Plantation situate on the 
Second Hook above the Fort New Amstel, containing in Breadth 29 
Rods, and in Length 600 Rods, bounded on one Side with the Land 
of Jan Eckhoff, and on the other Side by the Land of Gerrit Sanderson, 
stretching NW by W somewhat Northerly towards the Wood, on these 
express Conditions, that he the said Andries Mathysen, or he who by 


Vertue of these Presents shall accept this Title, shall acknowledge the 


Right Worshipfull the Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam aforesaid 
for his Lorde and Patrons under the Sovereignty of their High Mighti- 
nesses the States General, and that he shall obey in every thing their 
Director and Counsellors here, as good Subjects ought to do; Provided 
that he as Grantee or his Assign shall be obliged within Six Months 
from the Date of these Presents, to fence in and cultivate the Said 
Land, at least to make a beginning with fencing in and cultivating the 
same, under Penalty of forfeiting the Said Premises, and besides of 
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paying a Fine of Five and Twenty Guilders: Provided also that he shall 
subject himself to pay all such publick Charges and Taxes as are already 
imposed, or may be imposed hereafter: Therefore We in our Capacity 
aforesaid do put the abovesaid Andries Mathysen in the real and actual 
Possession of the Land aforesaid, giving him by these Presents full 
Power, Authority and special Command, to cultivate, and make use of 
the Said Land in the same manner as he might do with any other of his 
Paternal Estates or Effects, without reserving in our Capacity aforesaid 
any Right, Title or Claim, but renounce the same from henceforth for 
ever; promising further to abide by this Conveyance firmly and inviol- 
ably, under the Penalties as by Law in these Cases is provided: Without 
Fraud or Imposition these Presents are signed by us. Done at the Fort 
New Amstel the 20th Septembr: 1664 (Seal) (signed) Alexander 
D’Hinoyosa: By Order of the Director and Counsellors R: Ravens 
Clarck. 


12. ANTONY BRIANT TO HANS BLOCK, NOVEMBER 27, 1665 


I THE UNDERWRITTEN acknowledge with my usual Subscription, that I have 
conveyed and transferred unto Hans Block and his Heirs my Part of the 
Swamp situate to the Eastward of my Land, whereon I at present dwell, 
even as I bought my Part of the abovesaid Swamp from Mistress Wyllomb; 
I acknowledge to have been paid and satisfyed for the abovenamed Part 
of the Swamp, in Consideration whereof I do hereby for myself and 
Heirs convey and transfer the Premises aforesaid unto the Said Hans 
Block and his Heirs, and do give him full Possession of the same. Done 
in the Presence of M: Wyllomb Tomb, Schout, and Ensign Stork the 
27 November 1665. (signed) Antony Breiant. Witnesses Arth: Stork, 
Will. Tom. 


13. ANDRIES MATYSEN AND OTHERS TO ARENT JANSEN, 
JUNE 6, 1666 


APPEARED BEFORE ME Hans Block Magistrate and ad interim Secretary 
Andries Maatsoon, Mons Pauwelsoon and Peter Hendricksen, who 
acknowledged to have sold a Plantation situate on the Second Hook 
above the Fort New Castle, bounded on the one Side with the land of 
Barent de Muller, and on the other Side with the Land of Hans Muller, 
unto, to and for the Behoof of Arent Jansen, who dwells on the same 
Plantation, and who accepts the Sale, for the Sum of Six Hundred 
Guilders, and no more; to be paid in three different Payments to wit 
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on the first of August 1666 and before he retakes Possession of the 
Said Land One Hundred Guilders; Two Hundred and Fifty Guilders 
more on the first day of August-1667: and Two Hundred and Fifty 
Guilders more being the remainder on the first day of August 1668: 
a Month more or less, all which aforesaid Conditions both Parties 
promise to keep and perform under the Penalties by Law in such Cases 
provided. The Seller shall also deliver up at the Paying of the last 
Payment all Papers & Deeds belonging to the Said Land and make such 
Conveyances as by Law is directed each Party paying the Half of the 
Charges. Done at the House of H. Block in the presence of Lucas 
Peterson Magistrate this 6th day of June 1666. (signed) This is the 
Mark of Arent Jansen. Andries Mattiesen. This is the Mark of Mons 
Pouelson. This is the Mark of Piter Hendrickson. Witnesses Hans 
Block, Lucas Piterson. 


14. ANTONY BRIANT TO JAN BARENTSEN, 
SEPTEMBER 10, 1668 


APPEARED BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES of New Castle Antony Breiant who 
acknowledged and declared to have sold, conveyed and transferred, and 
by these Presents doth sell, convey and transfer unto, and to and for 
the Behoof of Jan Barentsen [a] certain Hook of Land, according to 
the Deed thereof, whereon the said Jan Barentsen now dwells. And 
the Appearer acknowledged to have been paid the first penny with the 
last for the Premises in Consideration whereof he doth convey and 
transfer all the Right and Property he ever had in the same, without 
reserving any Claim or Title; promising to abide by this Conveyance 
firmly and inviolably, and the same to warrant and defend for a Year 
and a day, as in Cases of the like Nature is Customary. In Witness 
whereof have the Magistrates aforesaid and the Said Appearer signed 
their Names to these Presents this 10th day of September 1668. (Signed) 
John Carr, . . . Sanders. 


15. DIRK ALLERTSEN TO JAN HENDRICKSEN, 
JANUARY 26, 1669 


APPEARED BEFORE US Hans Block and Gerrit Sanderson Magistrates of 
New Castle, Dirk Allertsen who acknowledged and declared to have 
sold, conveyed and transferred in due form of the Law; and by these 
Presents doth sell, convey and transfer unto, and to, and for the Behoof 
of Jan Hendricksen his Land situate on the Extremity of the Hook 
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within the Land of John Barentsen, inclosed mostly by the Valley of 
Hans Block and on the other Side by the abovesaid Land of John 
Barentsen, the Land-Marks being a parcel of trees cut down in the 
Lines. And the Appearer acknowledged to have been paid the first 
penny with the last for the Premises; in Consideration whereof he doth 
convey and transfer all the Right and Property he ever had in the same, 
without reserving any Claim or Title; promising to abide by this Con- 
veyance firmly and inviolably, and the same to warrant and defend for 
a Year and day, as in cases of the like nature is Customary. In Witness 
whereof the abovenamed Magistrates and the Said Appearer have signed 
their Names to these Presents this 26th January 1669. (signed) Hans 
Block Gerrit Sanderson Dirk Allertsen. 


16. JAN BARENTSEN TO HANS BLOCK, JANUARY 26, 1669 


THE Day AND YEAR UNDERWRITTEN hath Jan Barentsen sold and trans- 
ferred his Land unto Hans Block for the Sum of 160 Guilders to be 
paid next September or October in Rye, Barley or other Produce 
according to the Market Price; the Said Land is bounded on one Side by 
Dirk Allertsen’s Land, and on the other Side by the Land of Captn: 
Carr according to the Land Marks, and the Said John Barentsen obligeth 
himself to leave on the Land all the Improvements and Buildings, the 
Apple-trees excepted. the 26th January 1669. (Signed) ‘This is the 
Mark of Jan Barentsen. Witnesses: ‘This is the Mark of Carsten Jansen, 
Dirk Allersn. 


17. OLLE TOERSEN TO JACOBUS FABRICIUS, OCTOBER 23, 1672 


Tuis 23: Day oF OcrozsEerR 1672 hath Olle Toersen out of Love and 
favour given and granted in full Possession on the Conditions herein 
aftermentioned, Iwo Pieces or Parcels of Land situate in Swanwick, 
bounded between the Fences on the Southwest Side 31 Feet from the 
Church to the Fence of Mathys Echelson, on the North East Side 20 
Feet from the Church to the Fence of the Old Land of Lucas Petersen, 
which two Pieces or Parcels of Land he Olle Toersen hath given and 
granted out of his own free Will unto Magister Jacobus Fabricius and 
unto his Heirs, to keep and make use of the same as of their own 
Property; yet hath the Said Olle Toersen reserved to him the Right and 
Power in Case the Said Magister Jacobus Fabricius or his Heirs should 
incline to depart and leave this Country and be willing to sell the Said 
Two Pieces or Parcels of Land, with the Buildings and Improvements 
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he might have made on the same, that then the said Olle Toersen shall 
have the Preference of buying the Said Premises for the same Price 
as an other should be willing to give for the same. Done without Fraud 
or Imposition in presence of credible Witnesses this 23d: Day of October 
1672 [as above] Swaanwick (signed:) ‘This is the Mark of Olle Toersen. 
Witnesses H. Block, Jan Holat. 


18. ANDRIES MATYSEN TO ARENT JANSEN, JUNE 12, 1673 


THE WITHIN Patent [see translation number 11] of a Plantation accord- 
ing to the Tenor of the same, hath Andries Mathysen sold to Arent 
Jansen, and by these Presents he doth sell, convey and transfer the 
Said Plantation unto the Said Arent Jansen, acknowledging to have been 
paid for the same the first Penny with the last; in Consideration whereof, 
renouncing of all the Right and Property he ever had in the Premises, 
he doth convey and transfer the same as before unto Arent Jansen afore- 
said, giving him Power and Authority by these Presents to take Possession, 
to make use of and to keep the same as his own Estate, whereon no Body 
has any Claim but himself. Done without fraud or Imposition this 
12th June 1673 Swaanwick (signed) ‘This is the Mark of Margaret 
Andries Widow of Andries Maetsen. Witness Hs: Block. 


19. HARME JANSE TO HENDRICK FRANSE, DECEMBER 4, 1673 


APPEARED BEFORE ME, Matthew De Ringh Clark of this place New Amstel, 
Harme Janse here abovementioned [in a patent in English, dated 1667, 
to George Whale and George Moore] who has Conveyed, like he Con- 
veyeth by these, the just half of this Land in this Grant or Deed 
Comprized to the behoof of Hendrick Franse to him and his Heirs 
forever and Hereditaments with all the Right and ‘Title that He Harme 
Janse afd. thereto hath, for with the Same to do or may do as with his 
own free Goods. ‘Thus done without fraud in presence of the under- 
written Witnesses. (Signed) Harm Jansen. Done at New Amstel the 
4 December 1673 on the South River in New Netherland. As witness 
Joan Bish in presence of Matth De Ringh Clerk.’ 


7 Published by permission of the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware. 
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20. GARRET SANDERSEN TO JAN BARENTSEN, 
FEBRUARY 3, 1674 


WHEREAS IN THIS PATTENT [confirmation in English to Sandersen dated 
March 25, 1669] are Included two Parcels of Land Therefore doth 
Garret Sandersen assigne transport and make over the Plantation which 
Lyeth betweene Jan Hulk & Arent Jansen now in ye occupation of 
Peter Dewitt unto Jan Barrentsen for to have & hould ye Same as his 
free and Proper goods and hee ye said Garritt Sandersen Did Acknowl- 
edge to be paid for the Same the first Penny wth the Last and Promises 
firmely to keep and maintain this his transport as is Customary Actum 
without fraude In ye Presens of Hans Blocq Hendrick Jansen & Gisbert 
Dirksen In New Castle this 3rd day of ffebruary 1674. Witnesses: Hans 
Blocgq, Hendrick Jansen, G. Dirksen.® 


21. PATENT TO EPHRAIM AND CASPARUS HERMAN, 
FEBRUARY 16, 1674 


ANTHONY COoLve On the behalfe of the high and mighty Lords the States 
Generll: of ye united Netherlands & his Serene Highnesse the Lord 
Prince of orange etc: Governor Gennerll: of ye New-Netherlands. To 
all to whome these prsents shall come Greeting; Know Yee, that whereas, 
by ye Late Commander John Carr in Delowar River there was granted 
unto Caspares Herman, a Certaine peece or parcell of Land Lying in 
ye same River, below New amstell, on ye Southsyde of appoquenemen 
Creeke wch: sd: Grant, hath sence to witt on ye 5th: of february Instant, 
ben Renewed by the Comander Peter alrichs, Know yee therefore that 
upon ye Request of Ephraim & Caspares Herman unto mee about ye 
same, I haue Given & Granted, and doe by these prsents Give and 
Grant, unto ye sd: Ephraim Herman & Caspares Herman the parcell 
of Land abouementioned togeather wth: the marrishes, Creeks & other 
the appurtenances, Scituate & Lying in (Dellowar or) ye South River 
of the New-Netherlands on ye western shoare, the said peece of Land 
Marrishes etc: being bounded or Limited, on ye southsyde wth appo- 
quenemen Creeke, & upp ye sd: Creeke following ye same to another 
Creeke Called ye dreck or durk Creeke and soe up along ye sd: dreck 
Creek to ye first original or head thereof, on ye East syde itt is bounded 
wth: ye River and on ye Northsyde itt is bounded wth: a Certaine 


8 Published by permission of the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware. 
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Creeke called St: augustines or Ariens Creeke wch: sd: Creeke Runs 
up westerly into ye woods; Soe that ye brea[d]th of ye sd: peece or neck 
of Land is from Ariens Creeke to Appoquenemen Creeke, and ye Lenght 
from ye River Syde into ye woods unto ye first fountaine of Ariens 
Creeke aforementioned, and thence over southerly; The sd: peece of 
Land Containing besydes ye marrishes about twoo hundred & fifty 
morgen more or Lesse; wth: Expresse Conditions that the sd: Ephraim 
Herman & Casparus Herman, or those as shall hereafter purchase their 
Interest or action, shall aknowledge ye honorble: & mighty the Lords 
pattrons (or proprietors) under ye Souveraignity of ye high & mighty 
Lords ye States Generll: of ye united Netherlands and his serene high- 
nesse the Lord Prince of orange to bee the Lawfull Proprietors and to 
obey their Governor here as good subjects ought to doe and further to 
submitt to such orders and Incumberances as shall be Requiered from 
all other ye Inhabitants, as ye publicq necessity and Constitution of 
ye Country shall Requiere and wee doe further hereby Constitute the 
sd: Ephraim Herman & Caspares Herman their heirs or assignes in ye 
Reall and actuall possession of ye sd: parcell of Land and itts append- 
ances & premisses, Giving and hereby Granting unto them full power 
& authority to take sd: Land & premisses in True & Lawfull Propriety, 
to occupy possess and Injoy ye same In as full and ample manner as 
they have and doe wth: any other their patrimoniall Lands In witnesse 
of ye truth whereof wee haue signed these in The forte willem-hendrick 
in New Netherland this 16th of februa: Stilo Nova ao: 1674. (was 
subscrybed) A. Colve By order of ye Right Honorable: Governor gennerll: 
of ye New Netherlands. (Signed:) N. Bayard Secrety.® 


22. ARENT JANSEN TO PETER DE WIT, MARCH 1, 1674 


THE WITHIN PATENT [see translations number 11 and 18] reconveyeth and 
transferreth Arent Jansen unto Peter De Wit; the Said Arent Jansen 
acknowledgeth to be paid for the same the first Penny with the last, in 
Consideration whereof renouncing of all the Right and Property he 
ever had in the Plantation aforesaid he doth convey the same as before 
unto the Said Peter De Wit, giving him Power and Authority by these 
Presents to take Possession, to make use of and to keep the same as his 
own Property, whereon no Body has any Claim but himself. Done 
without Fraud or Imposition this Ist day of March 1674. Swaanwyck 
(signed) This is the Mark of Arent Jansen. Witness Hs: Block. 


® Published by permission of the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware. 
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23. LUCAS PETERSEN TO OLLE TOERSEN, MAY 9, 1674 


I Lucas PETERSEN acknowledge by these Presents to have sold, conveyed 
and transferred the within Patent [see translation number 4] unto Olle 
Toersen, giving him Power to take Possession of the within mentioned 
Land, and the same to keep and use, as his own Property, whereon no 
body has any Claim but himself, and he the said Lucas Petersen 
acknowledgeth to be paid for the same the first penny with the last, 
in Consideration whereof he doth convey and transfer the Said Premises 
as before, renouncing all the Right and Property he the Said Lucas 
Petersen ever had on the same, and promiseth to keep this Conveyance 
firmly and inviolably. Done without fraud or Imposition Swaanwyck 
this 9th May 1674 New Stile (Signed) This is the Mark of Lucas 
Pitersen. Witness H. Block. 


24. MARGRIETA ANDRIES TO PAUL MOENSEN, 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1674 


APPEARED MARGRIETA ANDRIES Daughter of Andries Mateysen Deceased 
whoe Decleared to transport and make over the one Just & Equall halfe 
of ye Land in this Pattent mentioned [confirmation in English to the 
father of Margrieta, dated November 14, 1668] being about 50 Rod 
Lyeing next to ye Little kill togeather wth ye marsh or valley good and 
bad and so as they have alreddy sheared the same To Paull Moensen 
and shee ye said Comparant did acknowledg to have received full 
Satisfaction & Payment for ye Same And therefore did Desist of all hur 
Right and Tytle to ye Same hereby Promissing to hold this Transport 
firme & stable according to Custome this done without ffraude or Deceit 
this 8th of September 1674 att Swanwike. The marke of Margrieta 
Andries daughter. Witnesses: H. Block This is ye marke of Moens 
Poulsen.?° 


25. PAUL MOENSEN TO HANS PETERSEN, SEPTEMBER 8, 1674 


APPEARED PouLL MOUNSEN whoe Decleared to transpt and make ouer 
unto Hans Petersen the one Just halffe of the Land In this Pattent 
mentioned [the same as in translation number 24] being about 50 Rod 
Lying next to ye Little Kill or Creeke wth ye valley or marsh good & 
bad So as the same is allreddy sheared and hee ye said Comparent Did 


1° Published by permission of the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware. 
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acknowledge to haue received full satisfaction for the same & therefore 
doe Desist of all his right & tytle to ye Same hereby Promising to hold 
this transport firme & stable according to Custome this done without 
fraud or Deceit this 8th of September 1674 att Swanwike. The marke 
of Poull Moens. Witnesses: H. Blocg, Moens Poulsens marke etc.1 


26. PETER MATHYSE TO MAGISTER FABRICIUS, JUNE 12, 1675 


RECEIVED OF Mr. MAcIsTER Fasricius the Sum of One Hundred Guilders 
in full Payment for a Piece of Swamp and highland situate along the 
River, bounded on the North Side with the Land and Fence of Master 
Fabricius aforesaid, and on the Southside with the Land and Fence 
of Mr. Hans Block, and reaches to the New Mainroad lately laid out. 
In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal. New Castle 
the 12th Juny 1675. (signed) Peter Mashyte [Mathyse] his Mark. 


27. JOHAN ANDRISON TO SAMUEL PETERSON AND 
LAERS CORNELISON, APRIL 16, 1676 


ON THis DAY 16 April 167[6] have I Johan andrison accorded and engaged 
with Sammel Pee[ter|son and Laers Cornelison to . . . a piece of land 
lying . . . the other side of Clemens kil t[o]wit that Sammel Peeterson 
and Laers Cornelison the half of the aforementioned land and every- 
thing which thereto belongs such as marsh and. . . according to the 
deed of sale and that for the sum of seven hundred guilders and that 
to be paid in three .. . following June... year and that .. . payment 
to come. Signed anno 1676. [Signed:] Johan Andrison, the mark of 
Sammel Peerson, the mark of Laers Cornelison. As witnesses: Hendrick 
Lemmens.... 


28. OLLE TOERSEN TO HENDRICK VAN DEN BURGH, 
APRIL 16, 1686 


ON THIS DAy date underwritten compeared before the after written 
witnesses the esteemed Oele Toerson who duly [made] acknowledgement 
publicly [that] he sold to Hendrick Van den Burgh who [was] here 
present unto him and his heirs or assigns forever all that land lying 
in aertyens kill near the land of Huyb . . . Huybert Lourens which is 
two hundred acres and to the elder Sander . . . belonged before the 
same ... Lourens and the aforementioned Van den Burgh or his. . 


11 Published by permission of the Public Archives Commission, State of Delaware. 
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order . . . and good title whereof .. . transfer .. . exempt for me and 
my heirs forever further . . . to and [in] consideration [?] of the promise 
of the aforesaid Van den Burgh to pay and the aforesaid oele toer.. . 
the sum of fifteen hundred guilders in the land . . . payment to wit 
in grain or tobacco or in... the... year to pay in two installments 
to wit seven hundred and fifty guilders . .. coming March and the... 
seven hundred and fifty guilders [at] a later date the both after[wards] 
to come . . . after[wards] to come under bond concerning all claims 
and... therto staking [?] all our chattels and our revenues . . . in the 
presence of these underwritten witnesses have . . . these with our cus- 
tomary hand hereunder obligated. At N. Castel 1686 April the 16. 
[Signed:] The mark of Oele Toerson. Witnesses: Gerridt van jmmen, 
mark of William Giljamson, A. De Ringh. 


II 


The Dutch and Swedish land records in the checklist which 
follows are chronologically arranged. The date is followed by 
(1) the name of the person or persons to whom the land was 
transferred;, (2) the location of the land; (3) the letter “D” 
or the letter ““S”’ to indicate that the document was written in 
Dutch or Swedish, followed by the name of the place in which 
the document may be found if it is still extant; and (4) the 
letter ““ E”’ for English, followed by references to printed trans- 
lations. Unless otherwise apparent, information about the loca- 
tion of Swedish documents or about documents in Dutch written 
by the Swedes is from Amandus Johnson’s Swedish Settlements 
on the Delaware; similarly, information about the location of 
Netherlands documents is from the first volume of NYCD,” 
and about Albany documents from E. B. O’Callaghan’s Calendar 
of Historical Manuscripts. 

It may come as a matter of surprise that but five of the records 
listed as extant are in Swedish. One reason is that the Swedes, 


%2 Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the State of New-York (Albany, 
1856-1881) ; this series is in thirteen volumes, of which volume XII, edited by Fernow, 
is entitled Documents Relating to the History of the Dutch and Swedish Settlements 
on the Delaware River. Other abbreviated references are as follows: DYR = Original 
Land Titles in Delaware: The Duke of York Record (Wilmington, 1903); 2PA = 
Pennsylvania Archives, second series (Harrisburg, 1879-1890) ; Hazard = Samuel Hazard, 
Annals of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia, 1850). 
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when they recorded an agreement with the Indians, frequently 
used the Dutch language. Another reason is that records of 
grants to individuals, assuming that more than the few we know 
about were written, would be considered of slight value after 
Sweden lost control of the colony in 1655; thus there would be 
little incentive to conserve them. 

The Dutch land records, which come from two periods of 
Dutch rule: 1655-1664 and 1673-1674, seem, by comparison, 
almost voluminous; but there are occasional statements in the 
source materials which indicate that other records were once in 
existence. For example, a patent was granted on May 6, 1658, 
to Joost Adriaensen and companions for a mill-site below Turtle 
[Shellpot] Falls (NYCD, XII, 210; Hazard, p. 242); and on 
September 27, 1672, Hans Peterson sold land “in Cristina 
Kreeke ” to Andries Juriansen, the deed of sale being “ written 
in dutch by Justice Hans Blocq ”’ and recorded in the “ Records 
of Conveigances etc, on folio: 18” (Records of the Court of 
New Castle on Delaware, 1676-1681, p. 95) . 

In addition, there are references to grants of land which, 
though made, may never have been recorded. Since some of the 
Dutch settlers held land without benefit of deed (see NYCD, 
XII, 463—as quoted in the paragraph below) , one cannot assume 
that such grants always imply the existence of a land record. 
Examples of this type of reference are as follows: 


Jacob Alrichs had heretofore a grant and by virtue of his Purchas was in 
actuall Possesion of a Certaine house and Lott... betweene Fop Johnsons 
and William Mourits . .. (New Castle County Land Warrants, 1671- 
1679, folio 14). 


_ Whereas the[re] was heretofore a graunt made by Alexander D’Hiniosa 
late Governor at Delaware unto Mattys Eschelsen for a certaine piece or 
parcell of land... (DYR, p. 135) 


Whereas there was heretofore graunted by ye Dutch Governor at ye 
South Ryver unto Wm. Vandiemen, a certaine piece of land at ye 
Whorekill ... (DYR, p. 148) #8 


18 See also NYCD, XII, 167; Hazard, p. 223; DYR, p. 140, etc. 
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As in the case of the Swedes, there would be a lack of incen- 
tive to preserve Dutch records after the Netherlands lost control 
of the colony. Considerable light is thrown upon this point by 
the following quotation: 


All persons there [in and about Delaware] who hould their lands by 
Patent or Ground briefes of ye Dutch tenure are to haue their Patents 
renewed. And those who haue none are with all convenient Speed to 
bee Supplyede therewith, otherwise they are lyable to incurre the penalty 
in the Law Sett forth... (NYCD, XII, 463) ** 


Since certain land records date from the years after 1664, 
and a few even from the years after 1674, the use of Dutch in 
legal documents did not come to an end with the loss of Dutch 
sovereignty; and the contract in Swedish dated February 19, 
1700, shows that that language could also be put to use if the 
occasion warranted. Convenience rather than sovereignty was 
sometimes the determining factor. 


CHECKLIST OF DUTCH AND SWEDISH LAND 
RECORDS RELATING TO DELAWARE 


1629, June 1. Gillis Houssett (for Samuel Godyn). Land “now Called 
Swanendale or Swansdale.” D: missing. E: translation no. 1 in 
Section I above (from a manuscript translation in the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania [Penn Papers, Volume XV, item 19]). 

1630, July 15. Samuel Godyn. Land from “Cape Hinloopen” to the 
mouth of the Delaware River. D: Albany.1® E: NYCD, XII, 16-17 
(cf. 2PA, V, 4; VII, 487-88; XVI, 223-24; Hazard, p. 23). 


14'This is dated July 1, 1669. 

1°'The document referred to here is the recording of the patent. Because the 
manuscript is not clear at the point where the date is given, the day of the month 
appears variously as July 11 (NYCD, XII, 17; 2PA, VII, 487), July 15 (2PA, V, 4; XVI, 
224; Hazard, p. 24) and July 31 (O’Callaghan, Calendar of Historical Manuscripts, 
I, 364). The date used in the entry above is the date in the original (see the 
facsimile in the Historical Society of Delaware, and cf. Brodhead’s History of the State 
of New York, I, 200; Brodhead brought the original from Amsterdam to Albany, where 
it was later destroyed in the Capitol fire of 1911). The land was apparently patented 
to Godyn and Blommaert, for both names appear in the facsimile and in the trans- 
lation of the original found in NYCD, I, 43. Why Blommaert’s name was omitted in 
the recording of the patent is not evident. An entry for the original patent would 
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1635, February 7. West India Company. Lands “on the south hook of 
the Bay.” D: missing. E: E. B. O'Callaghan, History of New 
Netherland, I, 479-81. 

1638, March 29. Minuit (for the Swedish government). Lands from 
“Boomtiens [Bombay] Hoeck” to the Minquas Kill and lands 
above the Minquas Kill. D: missing. E: missing. That such a 
transfer took place is clear from translation no. 2 in Section I 
above. Cf. Johnson, Swedish Settlements, pp. 183-84. Johnson 
speaks of two deeds and cites evidence that they were written in 
Dutch. 

1651, July 3. The Swedes. Confirmation of sale of land between “ Ap- 
pachaihackingh”’ (Fort Christina) and ‘ Mettocksinowousingh ” 
(Bombay Hook). D: Stockholm; facsimile in Johnson, Swedish 
Settlements, facing p. 438. E: ibid., p. 757. 

1651, July 9. Stuyvesant. Record of oral agreement about land from the 
Minquas Kill to Bombay Hook. D: The Hague. E: NYCD, I, 
geerict, 2PA, V, 265). 

1651, July 13. The Swedes. Confirmation of sale of land north and 
south of the “Elbe” (Christina River). D: Stockholm; facsimile 
in Johnson, Swedish Settlements, are p. 440. E: translation no. 2 
in Section I above. 

1651, July 16. The Swedes. Confirmation of sale of land at ‘ Quinamkot ”’ 
(New Castle). D: Stockholm; facsimile in Johnson, Swedish 
Settlements, facing p. 441. E: translation no. 3 in Section I above. 

1651, July 19. Stuyvesant. Land named “'Tamecongh” (from the Min- 
quas Kill to Bombay Hook). D: The Hague. E: NYCD, I, 599-600 
(cf. 2PA, V, 266-67; Hazard, p. 126; and the entry below dated 
July 19, 1655). 

1651, July 30. Stuyvesant. Land just above the Minquas Kill. D: The 
Hague. E: NYCD, I, 596 (cf. 2PA, V, 261-62; Hazard, pp. 125-26) . 

1653, August 20. Captain H. A. Besk. Tract named “ Markus Huuk” 
(Marcus Hook) —upper limit given as Upland Kill, lower limit 
not specified; record listed here because of the possibility that this 
tract included land which is now below the Delaware-Pennsylvania 
boundary. S: Philadelphia (Historical Society of Pennsylvania) . 
E: Ferris, Original Settlements on the Delaware, pp. 133-34; G. 
Smith, History of Delaware County, Pennsylvania, p. 519. 


read as follows: 1630, July 15. Samuel Godyn and Samuel Blommaert. Land from 
“ Cape Hinloopen ” to the mouth of the Delaware River. D: missing; facsimile in the 
Historical Society of Delaware. E: NYCD, I, 43 (cf. 2PA, V, 26-27). 
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1653, December 12. Rising. “So much land as he shall be able to occupy 
with 20 to 30 peasants”; Rising later chose land from New Castle 
to Crane Hook (cf. Johnson, Swedish Settlements, p. 524). S: 
Stockholm (copy in American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia) . 
E: The Register of Pennsylvania, IV, 398 (cf. the letter ?® from 
Rising to Oxenstierna dated July 11, 1654, in Hazard, pp. 153-55). 

1654, July 8. ‘The Swedes. Confirmation of sale of land located about 
“the [Sandh]ock ” (New Castle) and on up to the Christina River. 
S: Stockholm; facsimile in Johnson, Swedish Settlements, facing 
p. 564. E: zbid., pp. 755-56. 

1654, July 8. The Swedes. ‘“Tamakongh or the Sandhock with the 
surrounding lands, so also all the land all the way from Fort 
Christina up the river which has not yet been bought, especially 
Naamans Point to Marikens point.” S: Stockholm; facsimile in 
Johnson, Swedish Settlements, facing p. 565. E: cbid., p. 756. 

1655, July 19. Erroneous date in some of the secondary sources for 
Julys1O 7-165 1b 

1656, April 12. ‘Thomas Broen. Plantation on the South River below 
“Fort Casamier [Casimir]’’ (New Castle). D: Albany. E: DYR, 
pp. 6-7 (cf. NYCD, XII, 124; 2PA, V, 5; Hazard, p. 216). 

1656, August 25. Jacob de Hinst. T'wo lots at Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 
E: DYR, pe 7 i(ck NYCD, AIR I712P AS aoe 

1656, September 1. Jean Piecolet. Parcel of land south of Fort Casimir. 
D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 8 (cf. NYCD, XII, 177; 2PAQ WV aaaie 

1656, September 12. Philip Jansen Ringo. Lot below Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany: E:'DYR,\p..8 (c& NYCD; XIL 717; 2PAR Vie 

1656, September 13. Hans Albertsen van Bronswyck. Lot at Fort Casimir. 
D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 9 (cf. NYCD, XII, 178;*2PAQsV ae 

1656, September 30 [13]. Constantinus Groenenburgh. Lot below Fort 
Casimir. D: Albany. E: DYR, pp. 8-9 (cf. NYCD, XII, 177-78; 
SEDI UO) s 

1656, September 22. Jan Hendricksen van Struckhousen. Lot near Fort 
Casimir. D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 9 (cf. NYCD, XII, 178; 2PA, 
Wee): 

1656, October 28. Roelof de Haes’s widow. Plantation at Fort Casimir. 
D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 10 (cf. NYCD, XII, 178; 2PA, V, 5). 
1656, October 28. Roeloff de Haes’s widow. Lot near Fort Casimir. D: 

Albany. E: DYR, p. 10 (cf. NYCD, XII, 178; 2PA, V, 5). 


16 A postscript to this letter mentions the interest of Rising in some land near 
Fort Christina, but no evidence has come to light that this second grant was ever 
formally made. 
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1656, November 30. Alexander Boyer. Plantation north of Fort Casimir. 
D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 6 (cf. NYCD, XII, 179; 2PA, V, 5; Hazard, 
p. 216). 

1656, November 30. Andries Hudden. Lot near Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 
E: DYR, p. 7 (cf. NYCD, XII, 178-79; 2PA, V, 5; Hazard, p. 216). 

1657, February 10. Luke Dircksen. Lot at Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 
ES DYR, p. 10 (cf. NYCD, XII, 179; 2PA, V, 5). 

1657, February 20. Ryer Lammersen Mol. Lot at Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany. E: DYR, p. 11 (cf. NYCD, XII, 179; 2PA, Vv, a) x 

1657, February 20. Barent Jansen van Swoll. Lot near Fort Casimir. 
D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 11 (cf. NYCD, XII, 179-80; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, February 29 [24]. Pieter Hermens. Plantation below Fort Casimir. 
D: ‘Albany. E: DYR, p. 12 (cf. NYCD, XII, 180; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, February 29 [24]. Pieter Harmense. Lot at Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany. E: DYR, p. 12 (cf. NYCD, XII, 180; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, February 28. Pieter Laurense. Plantation near Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany. E: DYR, p. 12 (cf. NYCD, XII, 180; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, February 30 [sic]. Jacob Crabbe. Plantation below Fort Casimir. 
D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 14 (cf. NYCD, XII, 181; 2PA, V, 6). 
1657, February 30 [szc]. Rynier Dominicus. Lot by Fort Casimir. D: 

Albany. E: DYR, p. 13 (cf. NYCD, XII, 180; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, February 30 [sic]. Pieter Ebel. Plantation at Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany. E: DYR, p. 13 (cf. NYCD, XII, 181; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, February 30 [sic]. John Gerritsen. Lot at Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 
E: DYR, p. 14 (cf. NYCD, XII, 180). 

1657, February 30 [szc]. Cornelis Steenwyck. Lot near Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany. E: DYR, p. 13 (cf. NYCD, XII, 180; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, March 1. Sander Leendersen. Lot at Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 

__E: DYR, p. 15 (cf. NYCD, XII, 181; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, March 1. Willem Tailler. Lot near Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 
EDYR, p. 15 (cl. NYCD, XII, 182; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, April 11. Claes Pietersen. Lot at Fort Casimir. D: Albany. E: 

_ DYR, p. 11 (cf. NYCD, XII, 179; 2PA, V, 5). 

1657, April12. Jacob Alrichs (for the Burgomasters of Amsterdam) . 
Land from the Minquas or Christina Kill to Bombay Hook. D: 
Albany (cf. NYCD, II, 7).. E: NYCD, XII, 166. 

1657, June 17. Jan Andriessen. Lot near Fort Casimir. D: Albany. 
E: NYCD, XII, 182 (cf. 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, June 17. Jan Eeckhoff. Lot near Fort Casimir. D: Albany. E: 
DYR, p. 15 (cf. NYCD, XII, 182; 2PA, V, 6). 
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1657, June 20. John St. Gaggen. Plantation above Fort Casimir. D: 
Albany. E: DYR, pp. 15-16 (cf. NYCD, XII, 182; 2PA, V, 6). 

1657, September 2. Pieter Lourensen. Lot near Fort Casimir (now 
called New Amstel). D: Albany. E: DYR, p. 16 (cf. NYCD, XII, 
1825 2PARV a0) ¢ 

1658, June 4. Lauwerns Petersen. Plantation above New Amstel. D: 
Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 911); facsimile in Old 
New Castle and Modern Delaware (Washington, 1951). E: trans- 
lation no. 4 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, 
p- 881). | 

1659, June 7. Director General of New Holland. Land between “ Cape 
Hinlopen” and “ Boempies” (Bombay) Hook. D: Albany (too 
defective to be readable; cf. NYCD, XII, 243). E: Bulletin of the 
Archaeological Society of Delaware, Vol. IV, no. 5, pp. 10-11 (from 
a manuscript translation in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania) . 

1660, April 20. Hans Block. Land above Fort New Amstel. D: Washing- 
ton (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 905). E: translation no. 5 in 
Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 895). 

1660, September 18. Peter Meyer. Land near “ Fort Altena” (Wilming- 
ton). D: Albany. E: NYCD, XII, 182-83 (cf. 2PA, V, 6). 

1661, April 7. Paulus Jansen. Land near Fort Altena. D: Albany. E: 
NYCD, XII, 183 (cf. 2PA, V, 6). 

1661, April 8. Jacob Van der Veer. Lot near Fort Altena. D: Albany. 
E: DYR, pp. 16-17 (cf. NYCD, XII, 183; 2PA, V, 6). 

1662, May 18. Jan Staelcop and others. Land at “Schilpats fall” (Shell- 
pot Falls). D: Wilmington (Historical Society of Delaware). E: 
translation no. 6 in Section I above. 

1663, January 8. Hans Block. Plantation above Fort New Amstel. D: 
Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 867). E: translation 
no. 7 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 889). 

1663, December 22. Alexander d’Hinojossa (for the Burgomasters of 
Amsterdam). All the land on the west side of the South River 
“from the sea upwards as far as the river reaches.” D: Albany. 
E: NYCD, XII, 449 (cf. 2PA, VII, 763; Hazard, pp. 355-56). 

1664, July 3. Gerrit Van Sweringen. Land south of Fort New Amstel. 
D: missing. E: translation no. 8 in Section I above (from New 
Castle County Deed Book I-A, p. 2; cf. Records of the Court of 
New Castle on Delaware, 1676-1681, p. 313). 

1664, August 24. Agreement between Antony Briant and Jan Barentsen. 
A hook of land near New Castle. D: Washington (L. of C. Dela- 
ware Papers, p. 907). E: translation no. 9 in Section I above. 
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1664, September 18. Hans Block. A hook of land near New Castle. D: 
Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 658). E: translation 
no. 10 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 885) . 

1664, September 20. Andries Matysen. Plantation above Fort New 
Amstel. D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 650). E: 
translation no. 11 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware 
Papers, p. 928). 

1665, November 27. Hans Block. Piece of swamp near New Castle. 
D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 904). E: translation 
no. 12 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 890) . 

1666, June 6. Arent Jansen. Plantation on the second hook above Fort 
New Castle. D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 912). 
E: translation no. 13 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware 
Papers, p. 891). 

1668, September 10. Jan Barentsen. A hook of land near New Castle. 
D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 902). E: translation 
no. 14 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 886) . 

1669, January 26. Jan Hendricksen. Piece of land near New Castle. 
D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 909). E: translation 
no. 15 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 875) . 

1669, January 26. Hans Block. Piece of land near New Castle. D: 
Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 903). E: translation no. 
16 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 886 verso) . 

1672, October 23. Magister Jacobus Fabricius. Two pieces of land in 
Swanwick. D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 908). E: 
translation no. 17 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware 
Papers, p. 893). ) 

1673, June 12. Arent Jansen. Plantation near New Castle—the same one 
mentioned under September 20, 1664. D: missing. E: translation 
no. 18 in Section I above (from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 927) . 

1673, December 4. Hendrick Franse. Land near what is now Newport. 
D: Wilmington (New Castle County Deed Book I-L—Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds—p. 1). E: translation no. 19 in Section I above 
(from New Castle County Deed Book I-L, loc. cit.). 

1674, February 3. Jan Barentsen. Two parcels of land near New Castle. 
D: missing. E: translation no. 20 in Section I above (from New 
Castle County Land Warrants, 1671-1679, folio 39). 

1674, February 16. Ephraim and Casparus Herman. Land on the souta 
side of Appoquinimink Creek. D: Albany. E: translation no. 21 
in Section I above (from New Castle County Land Warrants, 
1671-1679, folios 79-80; cf. NYCD, XII, 511-12). 


52 DELAWARE HISTORY 


1674, March 1. Peter De Wit. Plantation near New Castle—the same one 
mentioned under September 20, 1664, and June 12, 1673. D: 
missing. E: translation no. 22 in Section I above (from L. of C. 
Delaware Papers, p. 927) . 

1674, May 9. Olle Toersen. Plantation above New Castle—the same one 
mentioned under June 4, 1658. D: Washington (L. of C. Delaware 
Papers, p. 910). E: translation no. 23 in Section I above (from 
L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 880). 

1674, September 8. Paul Moensen. Land “at a placed called Indian 
Hook.” D: missing. E: translation no. 24 in Section I above (from 

| New Castle County Land Warrants, 1671-1679, folio 40) . 

1674, September 8. Hans Petersen. Land “at a place called Indian 
Hook.” D: missing. E: translation no. 25 in Section I above (from 
New Castle County Land Warrants, 1671-1679, folio 41) . 

1675, June 12. Magister Fabricius. Piece of swamp and highland near 
New Castle. D: missing. E: translation no. 26 in Section I above 
(from L. of C. Delaware Papers, p. 897) . 

1676, April 16. Samuel Peterson and Laers Cornelison. Land on “the 
other side of Clemens kil.” D: Wilmington (Historical Society 
of Delaware). E: translation no. 27 in Section I above. 

1686, April 16. Hendrick Van den Burgh. Land “lying in aertyens 
kill.” D: Wilmington (Historical Society 6f Delaware). E: trans- 
lation no. 28 in Section I above. 

1700, February 19. Pietter Mounson. Revision of contract regarding sale 
of a “ Tract of land [once intended] for a minister [of the Crane 
Hook congregation] to live upon.’’ S: Dover (Public Archives) . 
E: The Records of Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church, tr. Horace 
Burr, p. 77 (cf. pp. 69-70) .17 


17 The State Archivist, who supplied this information, was kind enough to examine 
the other land contracts in the manuscript records of Old Swedes Church, but found 
that they were in English. 
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